
 

  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

For the last two month I have asked you for help. I now have a list of names I 

can draw from when needed. A big thank you to all of you. 

We had a meeting on September 24. The board unanimously decided to reopen the Danube Centre 

on November 1. But it will be in baby steps. 

Here is the Schedule of programs offered at this time: 

Monday:            9:15 am Scrapbooking 

                          1:00 pm bridge 

                          1:00 pm monthly Book club 

 

Tuesday:           11:00 am Fitness Class 

                            1:00 pm Crazy Canasta  

Every participant has to register in advance by calling 905 775-0612 

All activity leaders are asked to do their own setup and sanitizing of tables and chairs. 

We have had a request for offering Darts. I personally have a board I am willing to donate to the 
centre. Do you have a spare one in the basement? We would love to have it. 

Bye for now and stay safe – Elke  

P.S. Crazy Canasta is played with 7 decks of cards. You can play with 6,4,3 or 2 people. I have to 

warn you it is addictive. Come on out and try it anyway        

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Check it out at BWG Seniors Association 
The Danube Seniors Leisure Centre: 715 Simcoe Rd., Bradford ON L3Z 4B4   

Phone: 905 775-0612 

Web Page: danubeseniors.club   Email: danubeseniors@rogers.com 
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Last Saturday I visited the Toronto Zoo with my daughter and 

granddaughter. We had registered for a 9:45 morning session. The weather 

cooperated and so did the animals. Mama Tiger and baby son put on a 

wonderful display of “catch me if you can”. All the animals were on their best 

behaviour. (Not sleeping) So nice to enjoy a change of scenery. 

Danubeseniors.club
mailto:danubeseniors@rogers.com
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Elke Pitkin 
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Sandy Madill 
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Anne Spalding 
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Edale Levene 

 Director of Special Events  

Jan Evans 

 Director of Facilities 

Al Charlebois 

Director of Food 
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Members-at–Large 

Olga Bishop & Relly 

Weisinger 
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Elaine Love 
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 Edale Levene 
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 Jan Evans 
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 Neil MacNaughton 

            

 

The following is a poem written by Christine 

Burlton (as Christine Genis) 

 

 

 

(Submitted by Bill Burlton) 

 

 

 

 

 



The Danube Senior Centre: Update 

 

 

Hello all! 

This is just a note to let everyone know about the Danube Center. I don’t 

know how many people realize that this center is run totally by volunteers.  

So, if you would like to help, please contact one of the board members 

listed below, or leave a phone message at the Danube Centre 905 775 

0612.  

We are responsible for paying for the Internet, maintenance of our 

equipment, cleaning and insurances, just to name a few, as well as supplies 

for all events. 

Below is an income statement for the period of January to September 2021: 

 

Elke Pitkin  President   elkepitkin@gmail.com 

Ann Spalding Treasurer   annspalding@rogers.com 

Edale Levene  Director of Programs  e.levene@outlook.com 

Jan Evans  Director of Special Events mme.evans@gmail.com 

Al Charlebois  Director of Facilities  al.olivia50@gmail.com 

Olga Bishop  Member at Large  billandolga@gmail.com 

Relly Weisinger  Member at Large  rweisinger4@gmail.com 

 

Income:      75 .04 

Expenses: 7,919.09 

We still have money in the bank, but we may have to consider increasing 

the membership fees for 2022. 

 

 

 

Danube Board of Directors 

 

 



 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Hello” from Christa Hensch, a member 

of the Danube’s Carpet Bowling team. 
(Photographed at the Bond Head Village Yard Sale 

on August 28th.) 
 

 

 

 

 

Government Employee sits in his office and out of boredom, decides to see 

what's in his old filing cabinet. 

 
He pokes through the contents and comes across an old brass lamp. "This will look nice on 

my mantelpiece," he decides, and takes it home with him. While polishing the lamp, a genie 

appears and grants him three wishes. "I wish for an ice cold beer right now!" He gets his 

beer and drinks it. Now that he can think more clearly, he states his second wish. "I wish to 

be on an island where beautiful women reside." Suddenly he is on an island with gorgeous 

females eyeing him lustfully. He tells the genie his third and last wish: "I wish I'd never have 

to work ever again." POOF! He's back in his government office! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Carrotfest 2021 / Civic Awards 

 
The Annual Civic Awards for 2020 and 2021 were presented at an invitation 

only ceremony held during Carrotfest 2021, Saturday, August 21, 2021. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Orr introducing Jan Evans,     Mayor Keffer introducing Edgar and  

Senior of the year 2021     Leila Lloyd, Citizens of the Year 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Ron Orr introducing Lynda Usher,    Jan sporting her best COVID hairdo 

Senior of the Year 2020 
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      Elke meeting the acting Councillor    

Jan and Elke after the ceremony 

   

for ward 2, Jonathan Scott 

           Carrotfest stage 2021 

A reminder again: 

Please do not leave any items for the Boutique or Library at 

the Danube. No space is available. Instead, consider donating 

to your local charity shop, Goodwill or The Salvation Army. 
   Thank you! 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(https://www.flickr.com/people/31633307@N00) 



Desire and Greed 

or, a Brief History of Luxury Goods 

 

Can you think of an item that was so coveted that it changed the course of history? What was the most 

important commodity ever traded in North America (in fact, it’s the reason why we’re here!)? 

 

Lianne Harris began her most recent historical presentation with a list of 12 “hot commodities of 

History” that dominated the world economy at least once during the last two millennia. Her list included 

diamonds, gold, spices, slaves, tulips, tea, pearls, salt, silk, water, opium and oil. In one hour, she was 

able to trace the ascendency and consequences of seven of the twelve, then added the one that led to 

the European take-over of North America:  fur, particularly beaver (did you know that at one point, 

the Hudson Bay Company owned 1/10th of the earth’s surface? Boggles the mind.). 

 

• the secret of processing tea was smuggled out of China in the1850’s; 
consumed originally by sober men in taverns and later tea houses, tea 

became associated with rebellion; tea parties, tea shops, tea rooms, tea 
and scones tea pottery and tea psychics came much later. 

 

• from Timbuktu to Liverpool, 14 cities built their wealth on salt 
English cities whose name ends in “wich” or wych” were salt-producing 
cities nutmeg and mace come from the only plant whose fruit produces 2 

different spices (mace is the membrane on the outside of the nutmeg seed). 
originally from tiny Spice Islands in the Banda Sea of Indonesia, nutmeg 
now mostly comes from Grenada in the Caribbean (the result of espionage). 

 

• a silkworm can smell its mate up to 6 miles away (!!) 
silk production hasn’t changed in 5000 years: in 9 months, a silkworm eats 

40,000 times its own weight in mulberry leaves (the ONLY food it eats that 
stimulates silk production); then it is killed and the silk extracted. other 
than clothing, silk is used for armour, fiber-optic cables and bio-medical 

devices such as heart valves, sutures, etc.) 
 

• the most valuable pearls in the world come from the South Pacific the 
patented process of enticing an oyster to make a (“cultured”) pearl was 

invented in 1917; it takes 10,000 pearls to find 47 gem-grade pearls for 
one necklace. 

 

• without getting political, the current opioid crisis could be seen as the logical 

result of the Opium Wars of the late 19th century. 

 

 

–Jan 

 

 

 

Things I learned: 



 

 



True Tales About Famous Scientists 

Here are some intriguing and amusing true tales about three revered scientists. 

1. Sir Isaac Newton (1643-1727) - Formulated the three laws of motion which resulted in 

The Law of Universal Gravitation. 

At the time the bubonic plague hit England in 1665, mathematician Isaac Newton fled 

Cambridge for his ancestral home in the countryside. Over the next 18 months, he figured out 

his famous law of gravitation. However, because he didn't have his reference books with him, 

the numbers were off enough that Newton concluded he had gotten it all wrong. He told no one 

about his project.  

Twenty years later, astronomer Edward Halley, architect Christopher Wren, and astronomer 

Robert Hook met in a coffee house in London, trying without success to formulate the 

mathematical relationship of the planets. The trio then decided to send Halley to Cambridge to 

consult England's best maths mind, Newton. After rummaging through his drawers, Newton 

produced the paper he'd worked on during the plague. Astonished, Halley spotted the error that 

had messed up the calculations and financed the publication of Newton's revolutionary Principia. 

 

2. Niels Bohr (188 -1962) - Danish scientist known for his substantial contribution to 

quantum theory and his research on the structure of the atom. 

Once, pondering over two scientific theories, Niels was uncertain which one to accept because 

both theories seemed correct, yet rather different. Ideally, a mixture of the two theories seemed 

favorable. He said the situation reminded him of the boy who asked the shopkeeper for a 

penny’s worth of mixed candy. The man handed over two pieces of candy and said, “Here is 

what your money can buy. You can do the mixing yourself.” 

 

3. André-Marie Ampère (1775 -1836) - French physicist who founded and named the 

science of electrodynamics, now known as electromagnetism. 

His surname endures in that ‘ampere’ is the unit for measuring electric current. As an adult, 

André was very vague; plagued by absent-mindedness. While concentrating on an equation, he 

saw across the street a horse-drawn carriage with a convenient blackboard at the back. Quickly, 

he picked a piece of chalk and covered the board with his calculations. Suddenly, while 

contemplating his work the carriage sped away with his solution as he watched helplessly. 

True Tales About Famous Scientists 
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Horror movie Quiz 



History Snippets: 

1939: Canada declares war on Germany. Originally it was thought that Canada's role would 

be to supply war matériel to Britain, which had declared war seven days earlier, and Prime 

Minister Mackenzie King took a stand against conscription. But after Japan entered the war 

in December 1941, King held a plebiscite that allowed him to begin the draft. 

 

1955: Gunsmoke premieres on CBS television. It ran for nearly 20 years until March 31, 

1975. Along with Law & Order, it was the longest-running fictional, prime-time, live-action 

program in U.S. history until Law & Order: SVU surpassed them in 2019. 

1917: The Income Tax War Act is enacted as a temporary measure to raise funds during 

the First World War. The tax rate for individuals was four per cent, with an additional two 

per cent on incomes between $6,000 and $10,000. Corporations also paid a four-per-cent 

rate on incomes over $3,000. 

        

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ultimate Revenge 

"Cash or Credit Card?" asked the sales lady to a woman shopper.  As the woman 

struggled with her purse, the remote control for a TV set came tumbling out onto the 

counter.  

"Do you always carry your TV remote around with you?" she asked the woman.  

"No," she replied, "but I asked my husband to come shopping with me and he refused, 

so this is the most severe punishment I can give him that's still legal." 

The Speeding Car 

A state policeman pulls over a speeding car.  

"I was only going 40!" the driver protests.  

"Not according to my radar." says the policeman.  

"Yes, I was!" the man shouts back.  

"No, you weren't." the policeman says.  

With that the man's wife leans towards the window and says: 

"Officer, I should warn you not to argue with my husband when he's been drinking". 

 



 
  



Calling all Counted x-stitch artists! 
 

The Danube Centre has received a small donation of counted x-stitch kits to share with anyone 
who is looking for a fall/winter project (see photo). 

 
If you are interested, send Jan an email at: danubeseniors@rogers.com or leave a phone message 
at the Centre: 905 775 0612, indicating which kit(s) you would like. First come, first served. 

 
Jan will contact you to arrange curbside pick-up. 
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THE FIRST CHOICE IN ALL 
YOUR HEALTHCARE NEEDS 

 

• Home healthcare 

• Adult Day Program 
 

  291 Davis Drive, Unit 8, Newmarket 

1-855-558-4798 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.tuplinginsurance.c

AUTO, HOME, COTTAGE, BUSINESS, FARM 

198 Holland Street, East, Bradford Ontario 

Phone: 905-775-3379 Toll Free: 1-877-TUPLING 

“Your trusted Insurance 
Advisors” 

o/b Insureit Group 
Inc. 

TUPLING INSURANCE 
BROKERS 

Get Well Wishes 

All our members are 

special to us; this 

get-well wish goes 

out to everyone 

feeling under the 

weather 

and hoping you will  

be well very soon. 

 

www.tuplinginsurance.com 

 

http://www.tuplinginsurance.com/
http://www.tuplinginsurance.com/
http://www.tuplinginsurance.com/
mailto:e.levene@outlook.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all our members 

who are celebrating 

a birthday this 

month. 

Diagnosis 

A brunette went to the doctor, 

'Doctor, doctor, it hurts 

everywhere,' touching her arm, 

'Here,' touching her leg, 'Here,' 

touching her stomach, 'And 

here.' Doctor says, 'You’re a 

natural blonde, aren't you?' 'Yes, 

how did you know??' Doctor 

says,' You have broken your 

finger!' 

 

 



 

Medical Jokes 

 

Walking into a hospital room, a 

nurse finds an elderly gentleman 

dressed and sitting on the bed 

with a suitcase at his feet. 

The nurse says she is there to 

help him leave. He insists that 

he doesn't need any help, but 

the nurse explains that hospital 

regulations require a wheelchair 

for patients being discharged. 

Reluctantly, he lets her wheel 

him to the elevator and down to 

the lobby. On the way to the 

front door, the nurse asks the 

man if his wife is meeting him 

there. 

"I don't know," he replies. 

"She's still upstairs in the 

bathroom changing out of her 

hospital gown." 

 

A man was wheeling himself 

frantically down the hall of the 

hospital in his wheelchair, just 

before his operation. 

A nurse stopped him and asked: 

"What's the matter?" 

He said, "I heard the nurse say, 

'It's a very simple operation, 

don't worry, I'm sure it will be all 

right.'" 

"She was just trying to comfort 

you, what's so frightening about 

that?" 

"She wasn't talking to me. She 

was talking to the doctor!" 

 

Jokes 

A man came home late at night after a party. 

His wife yelled: "How would you like it if you 

didn't see me for three days?" 

He replied, "That would be fine with me." 

Monday went by and he didn't see his wife. 

Tuesday and Wednesday came and went with 

the same results. 

Thursday, the swelling went down just enough 

for him to see her a little out of the corner of 

his left eye. 

A mom texts her son: "Hi darling, what does 

IDK, LY & TTYL mean?" 

He texts back: "I Don't Know, Love You, & Talk 

to You Later." 

The mom texts back: "It's o.k., don't worry 

about it, I'll ask your sister, love you too." 

 

 

 


