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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

What a start to our re-opening. Between implementing our screening protocol, selling Christmas Lunch
tickets and Memberships the centre was an extremely busy place. I am not complaining! It’s absolutely
wonderful to see all this activity, welcome new and old members or just listen to the laughter.
I am so looking forward to decorate the Christmas Tree and seeing the hall all festive and sparkling. A
fitting background to this amazing meal Holland Gardens and The Elden plan for us on December 10 and 17. I
have seen the menu and it is everything you can wish for a holiday meal.
A Reminder: Please read your ticket regarding arrival time and don’t forget the
Item for the food bank.
You will need to show proof of full vaccination at time of screening.
Look at the back of this Newsletter. The weekly calendar has returned showing all the available programs.
Let’s hope we can add more activities in the coming months.
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of you from all of us. - Elke
DANUBE CENTRE CLOSURE
Starts Wednesday December 22.
Re-Opens Monday January 3
At a Board Meeting on November 26, it was decided to be on the safe side
and not have a New Year’s Levee on January 1, 2022.

Did you know we have a Facebook page? Check it out at BWG Seniors Association
The Danube Seniors Leisure Centre: 715 Simcoe Rd., Bradford ON L3Z 4B4
Phone: 905 775-0612
Website: danubeseniors.club Email: danubeseniors@rogers.com

Holiday Hurrah!
Update
PLEASE READ YOUR TICKET. In order to maintain
COVID protocols, there will be a staggered entry
for both Friday events, December 10th and 17th. On
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each ticket there is an ARRIVAL TIME (11:15,
11:30 or 11:45 a.m.). Please arrive as close to your
arrival time as possible. Our screeners will have a list
of who to expect at what time, just to speed up the
screening.
Also, don’t forget to bring along a non-perishable
item of food for the Helping Hand Food Bank.
(No dry pasta, please. They need everything but
that).
(We apologize in advance for the not-very-merry
COVID instructions that follow:)
Expect to be asked to show your proof of vaccination
and I.D., as our screeners will be volunteers who
may not know you on sight.
We must try to keep our social distance inside the
Centre. Masks must be worn at all times unless you
are actively eating. Please stay at your table unless
you need to use the washroom.
After all that, we hope you can still have an
enjoyable holiday meal with friends. –Jan

Please note, both days are sold out for the
Christmas Luncheon.
Menu follows…

“Hello! You Have Reached the Danube Seniors Centre.
The Centre is now open………”
So far, so good. The gradual re-opening of the Danube Centre began on Monday, November 1st,
with the return of Scrapbooking, Pool, Book Club and Bridge. It was a steep learning curve for
both our volunteer screeners and returning members but, with a little pre-planning and more
volunteers, we have streamlined the process and things are moving much more smoothly now.
–Jan

2….

Mikki, Jan and Lynn surprised Olga with a Rice Krispies 'cake' on
her birthday in November.

The next Danube Book Club is on Monday, December 6 at 1 pm in the
Craft Room. All are welcome.

Join us in discussing your current or past books with other book lovers.
Call 905.775.0612 to register.

Cal
book club

History Snippets
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Canadian history. No lives were lost, and within six days all the evacuees were allowed to return.
about 240,000 people had been evacuated from their homes — the largest peacetime
evacuation in Canadian history. No lives were lost, and within six days all the evacuees were
allowed to return.
1951: The National Ballet of Canada gives its first performance at the Eaton Auditorium in
Toronto. Founded by Celia Franca, it is the country's largest professional dance company.

Golf Joke
One day out on the golf course, a golfer accidentally overturned his golf cart.
A very attractive woman, who lived in a villa on the golf course, heard the noise,
came out onto her balcony and called out to him, "Hey, are you OK?"
I'm fine, thanks," he replied.
"You look frazzled, the woman said. "Come up to my villa for a drink and I will help
you get the cart up afterwards."
"That's mighty nice of you," he answered, "But I don't think my wife would like that."
"Oh, come on," the woman, a gorgeous blond in a sexy bikini, insisted. "I can see
you've cut your head. It could be serious. Let me take care of that right away. I'm a
nurse."
She was very persuasive....and he was weak.
"Well, OK," he agreed, but added, "But my wife won't like it."
After she bandaged his wound, she gave him a most welcome brandy. They talked a
little about golf and he discovered she was an avid golfer with a four handicap. When
he confessed to a weakness in his putting, she gave him a putting lesson holding him
close and intimately as she did so.
Finally, he confessed, "I feel a lot better now, but I had better get going. I know my
wife is going to be really upset with me being here with you."
"Don't be silly! the woman said with a smile. "She won't know anything. By the way,
where is she?"
"Under the cart," he replied.
(Submitted by Jan)

The Story of Saint Nicholas
The story of a Christian Saint, whose life inspires compassion and charity.
Saint Nicholas was born in the city of Patras, in Asia Minor (today's Turkey), around the year of
280 AD.
He was the only son of wealthy Christian parents and became very religious himself from an
early age. His parents died when he was a young man and Nicholas chose to share his wealth
with the sick and the poor. He dedicated his life and his fortune to the Christian Church.
He then took to travel and found himself in Myra (then Greece, today's Turkey). The town was in
need of a new bishop with the passing of the previous one. So, the bishops in the surrounding
regions gathered to choose a new one. After a day of unsuccessful deliberation, they disbanded
and proposed to meet again the following day.
The head Bishop went to bed that night and in his dreams, he heard a voice: “At the hour of
matins (hour set apart for prayer and devotion), take heed of the doors of the Church, and him
that should come first, and have the name of Nicholas let him be the Bishop.” And so it passed
that as Nicholas walked through the doors he was welcomed as the new Bishop of Myra.
There are many legends about miracles St. Nicholas performed but he is mostly known for his
charity. One tale tells the story of a father who couldn't marry his three daughters for lack of
dowry. Coming in secret by night, he tossed a bag of gold into the house. The first maiden soon
wed. A second and a third bag followed and all three girls were wed.
Another tale tells of the miracle of famine relief. The province presided over by Nicholas was
going through a famine. Nicholas heard that many ships carrying wheat were moored in Myra on
the way to Alexandria. Nicolas asked the captain to sell some of the grain from each ship to
relieve his people's suffering, but he refused. He said that everything was measured to the last
grain for the Emperor. Nicholas assured him there would be no problems when the grain was
delivered. Finally, reluctantly, the captain agreed to take one hundred bushels of grain from
each ship. It lasted for two years, ending the famine. When the ships arrived to deliver the grain
to the Emperor, each ship weighed exactly the same as it had when the grain was first put on
board.
Mostly, Nicholas is known for his generosity to children, his anonymous gifts, and compassion for
the poor. Myra was a busy port city with ships and sailors coming and going. The ships went out
of Myra loaded with gifts and goods for the needy, courtesy of St. Nicholas. The gifts went all
around the Mediterranean world. Sailors spread the stories of the generosity of St. Nicholas.
He is the patron Saint of children as well as seafarers, bankers, scholars, jurists, travelers,
unmarried girls, and robbers!! Today, in many countries, children excitedly wait for the morning
of December 6 to see if St. Nicholas came with presents. They leave their shoes outside their
rooms or by the fireplace to receive the gifts.
The Story of Saint Nicholas
© GoldenCarers.com
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December Religious Days
Buddhism
•

Bodhi Day: 8 December – Day of Enlightenment, celebrating the day that the
historical Buddha (Shakyamuni or Siddhartha Gautama) experienced enlightenment (also
known as Bodhi).

Christianity
•
•
•
•
•
•

Advent: four Sundays preceding Christmas Day
Saint Nicholas Day: 6 December
Feast of the Immaculate Conception: 8 December – The day of Virgin Mary's Immaculate
Conception is celebrated as a public holiday in many Catholic countries.
Christmas Eve: 24 December – In many countries e.g., the German speaking countries, but
also in Poland, Hungary and the Nordic countries, gift giving is on 24 December.
Christmas Day: 25 December – celebrated by Christians and non-Christians alike
Twelve Days of Christmas: 25 December–6 January

Hinduism
•
•

Pancha Ganapati: a modern five-day Hindu festival celebrated from 21 through 25 December in
honour of Ganesha.
Vaikuntha Ekadashi: Mid December - Mid January.

Humanism
•

HumanLight: 23 December – Humanist holiday originated by the New Jersey Humanist Network
in celebration of "a Humanist's vision of a good future.

Judaism
•

Hanukkah: usually falls anywhere between late November and early January.

Persian
•

Yalda: 21 December – The turning point, Winter Solstice. As the longest night of the year and
the beginning of the lengthening of days, Shabe Yaldā or Shabe Chelle is an Iranian festival
celebrating the victory of light and goodness over darkness and evil. Shabe yalda means
'birthday eve.' According to Persian mythology, Mithra was born at dawn on 22 December to
a virgin mother. He symbolizes light, truth, goodness, strength, and
friendship. Herodotus reports that this was the most important holiday of the year for
contemporary Persians. In modern times Persians celebrate Yalda by staying up late or all
night, a practice known as Shab Chera meaning 'night gazing'. Fruits and nuts are eaten,
especially pomegranates and watermelons, whose red colour invokes the crimson hues of dawn
and symbolize Mithra.

(Wikipedia)

The English language has some wonderfully anthropomorphic collective nouns for
the various groups of animals.
We are all familiar with a:
Herd of cows,

However, less widely known is:

Flock of chickens,

A hand of bananas,

School of fish,

A Murder of crows,

A Gaggle of geese,

An Exaltation of doves.

A Pride of lions.
Now consider a group of Baboons.
They are the loudest, most dangerous, most obnoxious, most
viciously aggressive and least intelligent of all primates...
And what is the proper collective noun for a group of baboons? Believe it or
not … A Parliament! YEP....A Parliament OF BABOONS!
Pretty much explains everything doesn't it?
(Suggested by Jan)

Good News! Welcome back to all shoppers.
The boutique is now open to members to browse and purchase items.
All proceeds of sales go directly to the Danube Centre for their use. Gently used, scent free,
clean and in good condition winter items are now welcome. Please do not bring in summer
items at this time.
The boutique will be open during Danube Centre hours and masks must be worn at all times.
Thank you for your co-operation.
– Olga
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Get Well Wishes
All our members are

198 Holland Street, East, Bradford Ontario

special to us; this

Phone: 905-775-3379 Toll Free: 1-877-TUPLING

get-well wish goes
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out to everyone
feeling under the
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weather
and hoping you will
THE FIRST CHOICE IN ALL
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• Home healthcare
• Adult Day Program
291 Davis Drive, Unit 8, Newmarket

1-855-558-4798

be well very soon.

To all our members
who are celebrating
a birthday this
month.
Jokes
What did Adam say on the day
before Christmas?
It's Christmas, Eve!
What did the English teacher
call Santa's helpers?
Subordinate Clauses.
What do you call people who
are afraid of Santa Claus?
Claustrophobic.
What do you call an elf that
runs away from Santa's
Workshop?
A rebel without a Claus!

Card Games Results

Nov. 1

Bridge
1st: Dianne F.
2nd: Frank H.

Nov.8

1st: Cathy S.
2nd: John S.

Nov.15

Not available

Nov.22

1st: Carol C.
2nd: Fred P.

Nov. 29

1st: Gerry F.
2nd: Fred P.

Silly Jokes
Maria went to the Post Office to buy stamps for her

Nov. 1

Nov. 25

Euchre
1st: John F.
2nd: Elke P.
1st: Sylvia S.
2nd: Tie) Al C., Linda S.

Christmas cards.
"What denomination?" Asked the clerk.
"Oh, Good heavens! Have we come to this?" said Maria,
"Well give me 50 Methodist and 50 Church of England ones
please."
Two dim-witted men went into the woods to search for a
Christmas tree. After hours in the cold and a few close calls
with hungry wolves, one said to the other:
"I'm chopping down the next tree I see. I don't care if it is
decorated or not!"
What do you call a bankrupt Santa? Saint Nickel-less
What does a frog do if his car breaks down? He gets it
toad away
Santa's not allowed to go down chimneys this year!
It was declared unsafe by the Elf & Safety
Commission!
How do you know Santa is a man? No woman would

Danube Program Calendar
Monday:

9:15 am Scrapbooking
1:00 pm Bridge

9:30 am Pool
1:00 pm monthly Book Club

Tuesday:

11:00 am Fitness Class

1:00 pm Crazy Canasta

Thursday:

1:30 pm Regular Euchre

A reminder: Every participant must register in advance
by calling 905 775-0612, sign in, and show proof of full vaccination.
DANUBE CENTRE CLOSURE
Starts Wednesday December 22.
Re-Opens Monday January 3

